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6.3 million people 
(8.1 percent of the population) 
need humanitarian assistance 

4.7 million people  
(6 percent of the population)  
identified beneficiaries that need 
urgent  food and agricultural 
assistance  

USD 32 million 
required under FAO’s component of 
the Strategic Response Plan for the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  

             

Despite abundant natural resources, rural communities in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) face steep hurdles, 
such as armed violence, civil insecurity, poverty, acute malnutrition, limited access to resources and lack of basic social 
services. According to the latest Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) report, 6.7 million people (11 percent of 
the rural population) is in Phase 3 (Crisis) and Phase 4 (Emergency), requiring urgent food and livelihood assistance; this 
represents an increase by 5 percent compared with the previous IPC report and the situation could  worsen, as violence 
continues to displace people from their homes and farms. The size of DRC, as well as the complexity and diversity of its 
humanitarian crisis require coordinated, strategic and need-based responses.  
  

CHALLENGES FACING FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS 

Agriculture production in DRC has been in steady decline, despite good potential and abundant natural resources. Crucial 
planting seasons have been missed as farmers have been uprooted from their homes or they have been unable to afford 
seeds; displacement, looting and diseases have also been reducing herds. Furthermore, high staple food prices and low 
purchasing power coupled with increased food imports to meet the growing demand in the main cities also represent serious 
challenges.   

 Violence and population displacements. There have been increased attacks by the Armed Forces of DRC against various 
armed groups and there is a risk of short term violence following local elections in several provinces. This has increased the 
number of displaced people; in addition, the destruction of productive assets and harvests is impeding returnees to resume 
agricultural activities. 

 Nutritional crisis. The level of malnutrition is still high (11 percent in 2013) and given violence, the nutritional situation is 
even worse in certain areas (Katanga and Maniema). As a result, 21 776 300 people are living in a household with at least 
one child under five years of age that is malnourished.   

 Chronic food insecurity. There are 80 million ha of arable land in DRC and only 10 percent is cultivated. The agriculture 
sector employs 70 percent of the working population; however, the lack of quality seeds, inadequate production 
techniques and inefficient measures against diseases represent the main challenges for small farmers, leaving them to be 
extremely vulnerable to shocks and threats. Furthermore, the continuous decline of agricultural production coupled with 
the rapid demographic growth led to the increase of food imports in the main cities, leading to a situation of chronic food 
insecurity, as well as dependency on food aid.        

 Natural disasters. Floods, landslides in mountainous areas (Kivu), storms, as well as lightning causing bush fires, have 
destroyed cultivated fields and harvests, as well as reduced the access to markets, increasing food insecurity.  
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    URGENT FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 32 MILLION 
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FAO’S ROLE IN THE 2014 STRATEGIC RESPONSE PLAN 

Under the 2014 Strategic Response Plan for DRC, FAO is appealing for USD  32 million to provide agricultural assistance 
to save lives and protect the livelihoods of the most affected families (displaced populations, host families, returnees, 
refugees and households that are victims of natural disasters). The 2014 interventions will prioritize conflict areas 
classified under IPC Phases 3 and 4 (Katanga, North and South Kivu, Province Orientale and Maniema) and the activities 
will mainly focus on the distribution of agricultural inputs (seeds and tools) to 228 755 households. In addition, activities 
aiming at reinforcing the resilience of the population in order to better cope with shocks (i.e. restoring the agricultural 
production system) will be implemented.   
 

PRIORITIES 
 

1. Saving lives and protecting livelihoods in conflict-affected areas 
 

FAO seeks to provide identified households with short cycle seeds to quickly 
improve their food security. 
 

2. Restoring livelihoods and reinforcing resilience 
 

Through distribution of agricultural inputs (seeds, animals, tools and fishing 
equipment) and the implementation of income generating activities, FAO 
aims to help households improve their agricultural production and sources 
of income, enabling them to meet their basic needs. 
 

3. Rebuilding livelihoods of households and communities affected by 
natural disasters, malnutrition, epidemics and epizootics  

 
In addition to agricultural input distributions, FAO provides training (on 
improved production techniques, preserving and processing food, as well as 
nutritional education), implements income generating activities and 
conducts monitoring and analyses on food security. This will allow 
beneficiaries to improve their agricultural production, as well as their 
sources of income to meet their basic needs.  
 

4. Coordinating the food security sector 
 

As co-lead of the Food Security Cluster in DRC, FAO will continue to promote effective coordination among partners 
(including regional, regional and local government authorities) to strengthen the capacity of the Cluster in risk 
identification, preparedness, response and monitoring. Furthermore, FAO will continue supporting the collection and 
analysis of information on food security, including for the IPC reports, as well as data on price analyses and joint 
assessments.   
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FOOD SECURITY AND 
AGRICULTURE CLUSTER 

OBJECTIVES  

1  Provide food and agricultural  
emergency assistance to save lives 
and protect livelihoods in areas 
affected by armed conflicts. 

2  Restore livelihoods and reinforce 
the capacity of households to cope 
with shocks in areas affected by 
armed conflicts. 

3  Rebuild the livelihoods of households 
and communities affected by natural 
disasters, malnutrition, epidemics and 
epizootics.  
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Ndiaga Gueye  |  FAO Representative | Kinshasa, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo  | Tel. + 243  812606089  |  
Ndiaga.Gueye@fao.org  
 

Dominique Burgeon  | Director, Emergency & Rehabilitation Division 
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